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Study on the connection between forms and materials-
Examples of the analysis in classical and modern chairs and the

application to supportive structure exercises
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Study on the connection between forms and
materials:Examples of the analysis in classical and
modern chairs and the application to supportive
structure exercises

Chiu-Wei Chien* Ming-Ying Yang**
*Department of Industrial Design, National United University
**Department of Industrial Design, National United University

Abstract

The material is decisively important in the aspects of form and quality, structure and
function, operation and durability, etc. Industrial designers should make use of the
characteristics of materials to appropriately integrate it into the form for a product.
Among the three elements of form-shape, material and color, and the
material relating to form’s size, weight, structure, strength, tactile and texture, with
the change in material, the form would be presented to distinct style and quality, will
also to determine the realism of contact between the product and the user, such as
support task. Via analysis of SO classic chairs and 55 modern chairs, to compare with
“supportive structure” works of the fundamental design courses for industrial design
freshmen at the National United University, the authors hope that get some
connection between forms and materials, it can be integrated into a complete form in
3D shape. To emphasize that use shift in material to instruct freshman how to use
character of different material in suitable form design.

Keywords: form, material, classic chair, modern chair, supportive structure

66





