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Nonfigurative Learning in Basic Design:
Tangram as the training tool

Jalin K. Huang* Cheng-Rung Chen**
*Department of Digital Media Design, National Yunlin University of
Science and Technology
**Department of Digital Media Design, National Yunlin University
of Science and Technology

Abstract

What is the best method to study in design? For many years, the answer could
be a way of apprenticeship that takes individual learning in the field. This idea,
however, does not fulfill the demands of the current school setting. To develop a
suitable curriculum, it is important time to revision the design essentials. This
research adopted a traditional Chinese game-TANGRAM for training the shape
transition between abstract concept and objective images. The findings of the study
suggest that the realistic fractal movement of TANGRAM practice help design
novice organize the nonfigurative thinking to realistic shape. Students with these
experiences of fostering instinct through the exercise would be confident at the same

time.

Keywords: TANGRAM, design essential, form training, design learning
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