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Abstract

Given the development of highly sophisticated mobile networks, many people
began to read electronic books and magazines (e-books and e-magazines) using
tablet computers to replace paper-based books and magazines. Reading e-books on
tablet computers is not only environmentally friendly due to reduced usage of
printing paper, but also frees up abundant storage space normally occupied by paper
books and magazines. Although e-books have many advantages, during the process
of conversion from paper to digital books, several details along with the spirit of
paper book design have been lost. These losses include traditional sensory
experiences, a peace of mind from material existence, and a little bit of humanity.

In this case study, an interview with digital publishing expert Chen Da-De
discussed the switch from paper books to e-books from the perspective of design
and technology, as well as future trends in book design. Results (1) Local Taiwanese
e-book choices are limited, e-book techniques and services have not reached the
levels of their international peers. (2) The era of e-books filled with interactive
effects has passed, with future research focused on the digital reading experience. (3)
Development towards a digital layout concept for e-book design is recommended.
We hope this stady will provide a design reference for the subsequent development
of the digital publishing industry.

Keywords: e-book, digital reading experience, digital publishing
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